Exploring the Niobrara River
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morte than 380 parks
in the National Park
System. The National
Park Service cares for
these special places so
that all may experience
our heritage. To learn
more about national
parks visit www.nps.gov.
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Niobrara National Scenic River offers 76 miles of
navigable waters for paddlers. The western por-
tion, from Fort Niobrara to Rocky Ford Rapid, is
the most popular section among floaters. Along
this stretch outfitters offer rentals for boating,
tubing, fishing, hunting, horseback riding, camp-
ing, and cabins. The eastern portion of the river
is seldom floated. It is often shallow, with a
braided channel and undeveloped access points;
it is not served by outfitters. It can offer a peace-
ful float to resolute paddlers.
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Borman Bridge to Cornell Dam
This stretch includes a section that
is closed to all visitors. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service maintains this
closure to ensure visitor safety and
protect wildlife habitat.

Cornell Dam to Berry Bridge The
river flows through a federally des-
ignated wilderness. Riverbanks are
undeveloped, with pine-covered
hills, prairie, and steep cliffs as a
backdrop. There are two segments
of Class | rapids along this section
(see International Scale of Difficulty
at right). A fee is charged at the
Fort Niobrara launch site.

River is braided and
seasonally shallow
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Berry Bridge to Brewer Bridge The
river continues through forested
hills of pine and deciduous trees,
with a number of easy riffles.

Brewer Bridge to Rocky Ford Here
rapids (Class | or Il) are easily nego-
tiated by most novices. These rapids
can change in character with differ-
ing water levels. Warning: At Rocky
Ford Rapid (Class Ill), floaters need
to portage the falls.

Rocky Ford to Norden Bridge This
section receives light use. There
are several sets of rapids (Class Il
to IV) below Rocky Ford. Warning:
Norden Chute, just above Norden
Bridge, is a dangerous obstacle—
it must be portaged.

Norden Bridge to Highway 137
is lower portion of the river can
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be floated, but lack of public boat
launches, shallow water, and sand-
bars make the trip difficult.

International Scale of Difficulty
Class I: Fast moving water, riffles,
and small waves. Few obstructions.
Class II: Basic rapids with wide, clear
channels. Obvious without scout-
ing. Some maneuvering required.
Class lll: Rapids with moderate,
irregular waves often capable of
swamping open-bow canoes. Fast
currents and narrow passages
require complex maneuvering.
May require scouting from shore.
Class IV: Difficult rapids, irregular
waves or dangerous obstacles,
rocks, and falls. Powerful and pre-
cise maneuvering required in very
turbulent water. Scouting required.
Rescue may be difficult. Unsuitable
for an open canoe.
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e Private lands border the river in
most areas. Respect private proper-
ty rights—do not trespass. Please
do not harm plants, collect fossils,
or disturb animals.

e Secure and waterproof your
belongings and garbage in your
craft to keep them from falling
into the river. Avoid bringing glass
or styrofoam containers.

e Many visitors come to relax and
enjoy a peaceful river experience.
Please respect others by refraining
from inappropriate noise and
behavior.

* Don't climb on crumbling cliffs or
delicate waterfalls.

¢ Using alcohol or drugs while on
the river can cause injury and
death. Alcohol is prohibited within
Fort Niobrara National Wildlife
Refuge. The consumption of alco-
hol is prohibited at Smith Falls State
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Park and Brewer Bridge.

e Fishing and hunting licenses are
required, as is landowner permis-
sion to hunt on private land. State
fishing and hunting regulations
apply within the river boundary.
Hunting is prohibited at Fort Nio-
brara National Wildlife Refuge.

e Use principles of Leave No Trace.
Pack it in—pack it out.

e All motorized boats are discour-
aged due to the shallow, rocky
nature of the river. Personal Water-
craft (PWC or jet-skis) and airboats
are prohibited.

Emergencies: call 911.

Fees Fort Niobrara charges a
launch fee. Smith Falls State Park
charges entrance and campground
fees.
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Lodging, Food, and Services These
are found in nearby towns. Contact:

Valentine Chamber of Commerce
239 South Main

Valentine, NE 69201
402-376-2969

www.heartcity.com

Ainsworth Chamber of Commerce
335 North Main

Ainsworth, NE 69210
402-387-2740
www.ainsworthlinks.com

Camping and Boat Launches Private
campgrounds and launch sites are
found along the river between Fort
Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge
and Meadville. Make prior arrange-
ments for camping and river access.
Camping is available at Smith Falls
State Park and Meadville.
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Niobrara National Scenic River
P.O. Box 319

146 South Hall Street

Valentine, NE 69201
402-336-3970 (headquarters)
402-376-1901 (recorded message)
WwWw.nps.gov/niob

Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge
HC 14, Box 67

Valentine, NE 69201

402-376-3789
http://fortniobrara.fws.gov

Smith Falls State Park

HC 13, Box 25

Valentine, NE 69201-9103
402-376-1306
www.ngpc.state.ne.us

Niobrara Council
280 N. Main Street
Valentine, NE 69201
402-376-2793

www.hiobraracouncil.org
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